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Context and highlights
Prospect North is a category 3 Reception to Year 7 site, situated in the inner northern metropolitan suburb of Prospect, 
and is  6 kilometres from the Adelaide GPO. We have families from many cultures with approximately 70% of our families 
coming from overseas. 
Prospect North continues to have a strong focus on the wellbeing of students and families, student leadership, 
engagement through STEM and embedding literacy and numeracy within real world contexts. The emphasis is on 
building strong student agency and preparing students to become self-regulated learners by providing positive and 
challenging learning experiences.
To start our year we position our students for success through a 3 week well-being program where staff and students 
work together to develop strategies and ways of fostering a ‘growth mindset’ disposition in students to improve 
engagement in learning and relationships. During 2020  we continued to work closely with children who needed a strong 
nurture based environment to help build up their time in mainstream classes. Our work with Social Ventures Australia as 
a Bright Spot in STEM School  has continued to thrive as we collaborate with interstate schools to uncover best practise.
2020 has been an exciting year for the school. We have been honoured by 2 significant awards for our work with Student 
Agency and STEM. The school was announced as a finalist in the Australian education Awards in 2 categories. The first 
category was Primary School of the year and the second, Primary principal of the year. Marg also made the Educator 
Hot List of most influential educational thinkers in Australia. This has seen considerable attention on our staff and 
learning design as we have continued to mentor other schools albeit online for 2020. These Lead Learning events have 
enabled our students to share their learning and answer questions from visitors learning how to implement STEM 
strategies in their schools. Our digital leaders have now hosted multiple  conference "Kids Teach STEM" for other 
students from our area and in 2020 online through our connection schools with SVA. We have continued to develop our 
understanding of personalised learning for students and what that looks like with a STEM focus. 

In 2020, Governing Council continued to work closely with school leadership and staff on school priorities and 
contributed towards improving the learning experiences and opportunities for our students. We welcomed new parents 
onto Governing Council and appreciated their perspective and willingness to be involved in the following council 
business.
Governing council oversees our OSHC program where there has been a steady increase in numbers attending over the 
years as well as a well-attended and well-organised Vacation Care program. This took a dip in 2020, due to COVID 19, 
but was steadily improving again towards the end of year. OSHC was still a profitable operation during 2020.
Events run by Governing Council during 2020 were drastically reduced due to Covid 19.
We continued consultation with Prospect Council regarding traffic management issues resulting in changes to parking 
restrictions near the school. This has been an ongoing issue as the school grows. Governing Council have followed 
through with the student committee who worked with DPTI to plan improvements in traffic management in order to 
minimise problems currently associated with busy drop off and pick up times at the school. 2020 saw new signage go up, 
new drop and go zones and the traffic flow has improved but will be monitored with our partners in the council.
Planning has continued towards school yard redevelopment and consultation on a new playground in the Regency Road 
area initiated.
Governing Council worked with School Sports committee to establish clear guidelines and support for coaches for the 
2020 season of soccer and netball however sporting events were  cancelled due to Covid 19 for the year.

Governing council report
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To drive school improvement in writing,  Professional Learning Communities were consolidated for teachers to engage in 
rich conversation to explore effective, evidence based, responsive, writing instruction that enables students to be skilled 
and proficient writers, writing for authentic purposes and audiences.  A whole school audit, student and teacher 
perception data, research and Bright path assessment and moderation information were the focus of the PLC 
discussions. Through the tight structure of the sessions, teachers engaged in disciplined dialogue about their practice, 
compiled commitments to action and evaluated the effectiveness of their teaching and provided feedback. 
The Bright path moderation tool was implemented to increase genre understanding, assessment and design expertise. 
Student’s genre samples were matched in both the Narrative and Persuasive genres with calibrated exemplars. To 
determine a scaled score and further build the consistency of teacher judgment extensive collaborative moderation of 
evidence within the school and across sites was implemented. Reports were analysed and used to track student growth 
over time including comparative information of performance between two writing samples at the beginning and end of a 
teaching and learning cycle.
In line with school priorities to increase student agency in learning, teachers also shared the tool with students who then 
used the performance descriptors and next steps to both support their understanding of the key features of genre and 
also to make informed choices about next steps in their learning.  
We have made significant improvement in our pre and post Bright path assessment with a majority of year levels 
achieving a very positive result. 
Furthermore student perception data and teacher feedback indicated that we have made significant improvements in the 
quality of our feedback structures with student’s receiving high quality feedback regarding their growth and time to 
discuss, plan, revise and edit. Students reported that they work more collaboratively with their class teacher to embed 
structures that enable them to set goals and evaluate their own progress against criteria. Students now have clear 
scaffolds, negotiated success criteria and quality exemplars. 
During 2020 we  further developed consistency of practice across the school around high quality, authentic feedback 
structures; student initiated goal setting and targeted writing workshops to meet student needs. 
We continued as a STEM Hub School in connection with Social Ventures Australia, showcasing our journey as an alumni 
school.
Due to COVID 19 Kids Teach STEM moved online, we hosted students from interstate to compile a rich library of STEM 
professionals sharing their stories via video.
During 2020 as part of our focus on Oral Language we introduced PNTV and Podcasting. Students are participating in a 
student led Junior Journalism course as they plan and implement segments for our weekly TV show. Our indigenous 
students also started the indigenous Podcast, they collected stories from successful indigenous community members to 
look at their life stories.

Quality improvement planning

2020 has seen the introduction of our TV and radio studio extending our student voice initiatives to publicly address 
issues that effect our community. Our podcasts and TV have been well received, including our indigenous podcasts 
which have given our students the confidence to talk to community elders and sports people about how they became 
successful in their chosen careers. Our podcasts are held in high regard and we have interviewed a number of high 
profile guests about their journey through school and their tips for resilience. Part of our nurture philosophy gives our 
aboriginal students a voice and explores their deep connection to country through our visual arts program Paint and 
Chat and our ATSI podcasts. Many ATSI leaders give their time to come to a podcast and unpack their journey through 
education and  their achievements in life. Visual storytelling and film are helping our ATSI students feel proud and 
included and giving a voice to their community. 
One example of this is a recent entry to the reconciliation SA media awards; 
At Prospect North Primary School 19 Aboriginal students come together to share stories, ideas, knowledge and skills in a 
creative way during a weekly group called ‘Paint and Chat’. It was decided early in term 1 of the school year that this 
group would paint a large canvas entitled ‘In this Together’ for Reconciliation Week. Families also came in to support the 
student program.
Prospect North Primary School has a focus of developing student agency in learning and giving a voice at each step of 
the learning cycle. The Aboriginal students planned and painted their own sections of the painting and jointly planned 
and painted the outer frames using quality acrylic artist paints. The ‘Paint and Chat’ group then shared their great artwork 
and story with the rest of the school. Producing a film ready for Reconciliation Week was another way of sharing with 
peers, staff and the wider community the confidence, creativeness and high quality outcomes these Indigenous students 
demonstrate. It was a good medium for these students to have a voice, connect with many others, have a strong 
connection to other Aboriginal students and demonstrate their pride, strength, resilience and talents.

Improvement: Aboriginal learners
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA 
for reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six 
across all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2017 to 2020 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 19% 29% 25%

Middle progress group 65% 42% 50%

Lower progress group * 29% 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 32% 29% 25%

Middle progress group 58% 46% 50%

Lower progress group * 25% 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2020.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2019 48 48 23 10 48% 21%

Year 3 2017-2019 Average 44.0 44.0 16.7 10.0 38% 23%

Year 5 2019 42 42 11 5 26% 12%

Year 5 2017-2019 Average 36.7 36.7 11.7 7.3 32% 20%

Year 7 2019 36 36 12 11 33% 31%

Year 7 2017-2019 Average 34.0 34.0 11.3 9.3 33% 27%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated 
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2020.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
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Running Records School Performance 2020

PNPS 2020 Running Record (Term 3 census) results indicate 72.8% of Year 1 students achieved at or above the DECD 
Standard Educational Achievement.
PNPS 2020 Running Record (Term 3 census) results indicate 81.4% of Year 2 students achieved at or above the DECD 
Standard Educational Achievement.
Again Running Record achievement data for year 1 and year 2 students indicates extremely positive results with 
students. Prospect North results for year 1 students indicate equivalent results compared to partnership schools, with 
year 2 students outperforming the partnership and the state. Individual student results are also extremely positive with 
some students making large gains in their reading progress across the 2020 school year. 
Successful whole school improvement strategies during 2020 include: 
1. A whole school approach to effective analysis, moderation and interpretation of formative and summative assessment
data and evidence based practice to drive student achievement. Staff meeting times focussed on data analysis, planning
and moderation.
2. Effective strategies to monitor student performance and progress with a focus on differentiation and meeting student
needs are embedded into whole school processes.
3. Focus on explicit instruction in core skills in literacy and systematic teaching practices together with clear instruction
on learning intentions and success criteria.
4. Whole school approach to Wellbeing and Nurture.
5. Dedicated Literacy Block
6. Reciprocal Reading
7. Active participation of students in lessons including dedicated time to talking and asking questions.
8. Targeted multi-layered wave 2 and 3 interventions for a large group of year 1 and year 2 students together with quality
wave 1 classroom practice.

Writing School Performance 2020
2020 Brightpath Narrative standardised growth results are exemplary. 
Average Basis 2020 Result
Size effect scores 
Narrative Writing 
Reception  to Year 4 Above 1.50
Year 2  1.82
Year 5 to Year 7 Just below 1.00

Successful whole school improvement strategies during 2020 include:
1. Leading the successful implementation of Brightpath as a moderation and assessment tool including extensive
collaborative external and internal partnerships and dedicated support and professional development via staff meetings,
workshops, coaching and mentoring.
2. Accountability focused, structured, collaborative, outcome and feedback driven Professional Learning Communities.
3. Focussed critical reflection and evaluation to enhance the quality of teaching and learning and formative assessment
processes.
4. Working collaboratively with an educational consultant and teachers to define our pedagogy and moderation
strategies and refine our writing to map the AC content and functional grammar and increase formative assessment and
learning design expertise.

The 2019 data shows some important improvements over the last few years. During 2019 we received a commendation 
letter from ACARA; “I am pleased to advise that ACARA has identified your school as having demonstrated substantially 
above average gain in reading and/or numeracy achievement, as measured by NAPLAN.” David de Carvalho, CEO, 
ACARA, March 2019.
2020 NAPLAN tests were cancelled due to COVID 19.

School performance comment
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Self regulation and behaviour is learnt through positive,safe and predictable relationships with those around us. With 
the implementation of our Nurture room, peer Mediators and lunch time activities , we have seen a decrease in the 
number of students being referred for follow up from yard related incidents. We have R-7 anti bullying programs and 
processes to ensure students report and solve issues through restorative processes. Our number of violent issues 
have decreased and are related to only a very small number of students. 
Our nurture room staff work hard to give our students ways of dealing with anger that are self soothing, non-violent 
and develop they develop social and emotional skills so they can be resilient in larger groups.

Behaviour support comment

Client opinion summary
Last year the department sent parent feedback surveys to all parents on behalf of all schools.
Overall we had our best response rate over the past 5 years and got very positive feedback. A sample of the 
feedback is below.

People respect each other at this school 97% in the neutral to strongly agree zone
Teachers and students treat each other with respect at the school 95% in agree or strongly agree
I feel like my child is important to the school 94% in neutral to strongly agree zone
I receive enough communication from the school 90% in the neutral to strongly agree zone
I know what standard of work the school expects of my child 85% in the neutral to strongly agree zone

We will work with our Student Parliament and Governing Council to look at any improvements we can make during 
2021.

Year level 2017 2018 2019 2020

Reception 90.8% 93.0% 89.2% 88.3%

Year 1 90.8% 91.3% 93.5% 89.6%

Year 2 87.5% 92.1% 90.1% 90.4%

Year 3 91.7% 92.2% 91.7% 89.3%

Year 4 93.0% 93.7% 89.6% 89.0%

Year 5 91.6% 91.8% 91.9% 87.7%

Year 6 90.2% 90.5% 93.3% 88.0%

Year 7 92.5% 90.5% 90.5% 88.9%

Total 90.9% 92.0% 91.2% 89.0%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
Attendance is monitored closely by the Wellbeing Leader in conjunction with leaders, teachers, ACEO and the AET. 
To improve attendance, as a team, we focus on student engagement in learning and helping students to develop a 
sense of belonging at school. Staff follow up all unexplained attendance and poor attendance patterns are monitored. 
The importance of student attendance is promoted in newsletters, student and staff bulletins and data is recorded on 
the mid year and end of year reports.  
Attendance during 2020 was affected by a small number of chronic non-attending families and families who kept 
students home due to COVID concerns. This was addressed through phone calls, meetings, home visits and referrals 
to DfE personnel and community based services.  
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Relevant history screening
We follow the DfE guidelines for managing volunteers at our site.
All volunteers at our site need to undergo the DECD required criminal history screening through DCSI. They 
also undergo a school based or online RAN course before working with our students.
They go through an induction process and meet with senior staff to define their job before they start.
All volunteers also do the online WHS induction program.

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2020.

Leave Reason Number %
Employment 0 NA
Interstate/Overseas 10 12.3%
Other 0 NA
Seeking Employment 0 NA
Tertiary/TAFE/Training 0 NA
Transfer to Non-Govt School 21 25.9%
Transfer to SA Govt School 50 61.7%
Unknown 0 NA
Unknown (TG - Not Found) 0 NA
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 34
Post Graduate Qualifications 7

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification 
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching 
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 23.0 0.5 9.1
Persons 0 24 1 12

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2020 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $4,224,325
Grants: Commonwealth $3,177
Parent Contributions $105,458
Fund Raising $0
Other $9,500

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2020 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement Individual student support and nurture practices including a nurture room facility
for students with high needs in social and emotional learning. Our counsellor also
initiated programs for self regulation needs. 

Outcomes achieved show a decrease in 
our suspension and exclusion data 2020  

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

This funding is used for SSO intervention programs and our AP role that coordinates
all of our programs.

Improvement of student writing data 
shows increased attainment of SEA

Inclusive Education Support Program Our IESP money is used for direct support of students through intervention programs
or in class support.

Student outcomes are measured and 
reported upon in individual One Plans.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

Early Years support funding goes to increased individual programs in class and SSO 
delivery of support and intervention programs in the early years.
We have targeted funding to our aboriginal students to ensure they are part of
intervention programs and individual tutoring where needed. Our ACEO works with the
community to improve outcomes for aboriginal students.
Students with learning difficulties money was used for intervention with students who
do not have an NEP but require more support.

Indidvidual outcomes are achieved, 
tracked and monitored through One 
Plans.

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Australian Curriculum funding was used this year to provide staff with opportunities to
learn and implement SIP work on high band mathematics and High Band improvement in 
writing.

Our Brightpath data in writing has 
shown great gains across the school.

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

N/A N/A

Better schools funding Better Schools funding went to supporting the implementation of Quicksmart maths
intervention program and the Too smart maths intervention program.

Intervention is providing individual
progress for students who are below
SEA

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

N/A N/A

Improved outcomes for gifted students Students in the High Bands of NAPLAN have been the focus for our improvement work. As 
we look at improving outcomes for gifted students we ensure rigorous opportunities to 
extend  students especially through our STEM.

Our data shows improvement in the 
numbers of students attaining high 
bands.

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




